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GUintheJamilif- 

MOHSTERST/LE 


Maybe you think it would be a 
real blast to have famous parents 
or big-shot relatives. Instant V.I.P. 
treatment when people hear your 
name. But suppose your name was 


Dracula or Frankenstein or Jekyll- 
and-Hyde? What would happen if 
your folks were famous monsters? 
The following case histories prove 
it's not always fun to be famous. 



Blood Will Tell 

It's hard to imagine Count Dracula as a 
family man, but try! Hollywood put out two 
movies about the Count's blood relatives. In 


1936 there was Dfacuia's Daughter. Her 
name was Marya (Gloria Holden) and her 
ambition yras to turn over a new leaf on the 
family tree. 

Marya was not into following in her 
father's footsteps. She wanted to be a nor¬ 
mal human being instead of a vampire. But 
she couldn't get the hang of being human, 
and pretty soon she started sinking her fangs 
into innocent bystanders. To make matters 
worse, she fell in love with a guy named Jeff, 
kidnapped his sweetheart, and ran off to 
Transylvania. When Jeff showed up, Marya 
offered him eternal life as a wedding pres¬ 
ent. Jeff had a present for her, too — a 
wooden arrow right through the heart. 

In Son of Dracula (1943), Lon Chaney, Jr. 
tried to change his luck by changing his 
name to Count Alucard (spell it backwards). 
Wearing Dad's cape, he married a 
Louisiana belle and settled down on her 
plantation. But he couldn't fool the local 
gypsy fortune teller. 

"You'll marry a corpse and live in a 
grave," the gypsy told the bride. Is that any 
way to start a happy married life? 

As. it turned out, Mr. and Mrs. Alucard 
never had time to get tired of each other. 
One of Mrs. Alucard's ex-boyfriends let the 
sun shine in on the groom. You know what 
sunshine does to vampires! Curtains. 











The Frankenstein Family 

Baron Frankenstein did a lot for Holly¬ 
wood. As a thank-you, Hollywood made two 
movies about the Baron's kids. Son of Frank¬ 
enstein (1939) starred Basil Rathbone as 
Wolf von Frankenstein. With that name, he 
could have been a disc jockey. But no way. 
Wolf can't resist heading back to the family 
castle and starting up with Dad's experi¬ 
ments. Sure enough, he finds the monster 
down in the castle vault. And sure enough, 
the whole trip is a bummer. 

Nothing much was heard from the Frank- 
ensteins until Frankenstein's Daughter in 
1958. This time Frankenstein, Jr. seems to be 
making an honest living working for a scien¬ 
tist. Remember, we said seems to be! Se¬ 
cretly, he's turning out a she-monster in the 
basement. The she-monster has a rubber 
face and no class. In 1958 they didn't make 
monsters like they used to. 

Moving right along, we come to Young 
Frankenstein (1975). Once again we learn 
that old habits are hard to break. Young 
Frankenstein (Gene Wilder) inherits the cas¬ 
tle and the ability to turn out a monster (Peter 
Boyle). But this time there's a happy ending 
for everybody. Young Frankenstein marries 
his lab assistant. The monster marries a rich 


girl. Doesn't it give you a glow just to think 
about if? 

The Frankenstein line went downhill in 
Frankenstein 1970. Boris Karloff, who was 
the first to play the monster in the 1931 
movie, played the Baron's great-grandson 
here. He, too, is running Up a monster in the 
lab. You need a scorecard to keep the 
players straight in this one because when 
the bandages come off, the monster looks 
just like Boris. 

Dr. Jekyll and Ms. Hyde 

When it comes to family problems, it's 
hard to beat the case of Dr. Jekyll. In fact, 
Jekyll was a case! Remember how a quick 
quaff of a secret potion would turn him into 
the evil Mr. Hyde? Well, in Dr. Jekyll and 
Sister Hyde (1972), it turned him into his sis¬ 
ter! Then it started happening even without 
the potion. This ruined Dr. Jekyll's social life 
because he never knew how to dress for a 

The kids were chips off the old blockhead, 
too. In Son of Dr. Jekyll (1951), Louis Hay¬ 
ward had a drinking problem just like 
Dad's — one drink and he's not himself 
anymore. In Daughter of Dr. Jekyll (1957), 
Gloria Talbot doesn't have any fun, either. 








Everybody hates her because of her father. 
She's afraid her personality is also headed 
for splitsville because she has nightmares 
about turning into a monster. This kind of 
. thing can really get under a person's hide 
(er, hyde). 

Like Monster, Like Son 

In monster families, there aren't a lot of 
brains to hand down. Take Return of the Fly 
(1959). Here the son of the famous human fly 
gets trapped with a fly in Dad's atom-mixing 
machine. Sound familiar? It looks that way, 
too. Son gets a flyhead just like the one that 
Dad used to wear. 

If the family that plays together stays to¬ 
gether, how about the family that fights to¬ 
gether? In Son of Godzilla (1967), Godzilla, 
Sr. and ]r., are real pals. They team up to 
take on a lot of other monsters in rubber 
suits. Mrs. Godzilla was probably glad to get 
them out of the house because they break 
everything in sight. 

Son of Kong (1933) is the cutest orphan 
since Annie. He's all alone on Skull Island 


when Carl Denham makes a return visit. 
(You remember Denham, the man who cap¬ 
tured Kong, Sr.?) But Kong, Jr. hasn't a mean 
bone in his white, furry body. He saves Carl 
and friends from prehistoric monsters-and 
evil sailors. In fact, he gives his life to save 
them. Somebody certainly brought that kid 
up right. 

Fun Family 

When is a house not a home? When it 
turns into a funeral'parlor. That's what hap¬ 
pens to the Collins family in House of Dark 
Shadows (1971). 

The Collinses start out like your average, 
rich, crazy family. For 200 years, they've 
had an ancestor named Barnabus Collins in 
a chained coffin in the basement. One day 
somebody takes off the chains, and Barn¬ 
abus (who happens to be a vampire) drops 
in for a bite. In next to no time, there are 
more vampires than people at Collinwood 
Mansion. But don't knock it. It's not every 
family that has so much in common! 

— Margaret Ronan 































































































StaSiA 


FROM THE SMALL SCREEN 











Erik Estrada has been acting since he was 
in high school. He had appeared in several 
movies by the time he got the role in 
CHiPs — but most people knew nothing 
about him until that great big smile of his hit 
TV. 

Erik plays Officer Francis "Ponch" Pon- 
cherello in it, and Ponch has become a great 
favorite of young people everywhere. 

One of Erik's closest friends toldDynamife: 
"Erik truly loves young people. He likes 
meeting kids, signing autographs, the 
whole works. That probably means more to 
him than all the material possessions suc¬ 
cess has brought to him." Erik grew up in 
New York City, where his parents had 
moved from Puerto Rico. When he was two, 
his parents were divorced. Erik lived with 
his mother and his sister. 

"My mother worked hard to support us," 
Erik told Dynamite. "We lived in very poor 
neighborhoods, but she made sure we had 
whatever we needed. Now I make sure 
there is nothing she wants or needs!" 

Erik joined the drama club during his 
senior year in high school. The following 
summer, he joined a workshop being run by 
the city of New York. 

By then, Erik was hooked on performing. 
He worked as a waiter to save money to go to 
the American ' Musical and Dramatic 
Academy. He went there for two years, 


studying acting, singing, and dancing. 

But then he heard about a movie that was 
being shot in New York. "They were looking 
for a Latin kid who knew about street life," 
Erik said with a grin. "I got the part." He 
co-starred with Pat Boone in The Cross and 
the Switchblade and later played a 
Spanish-American rookie policeman in The 
New Centurions. 

When he's not working, Erik enjoys taking 
karate lessons — and dancing lessons. "I'm 
studying modern jazz," he said. "Someday 
I'd like to do a TV musical!" 

He likes all kinds of music, in fact, and the 
word is out that he is s-o-m-e kind of disco 
dancer. 



Josh Mostel grew up in one of the most 
famous entertainment families of- our time. 
His father was the late, great Zero Mostel. 

Now Josh is making his own mark in the 
entertainment world. For the past few 
months, Josh has been one of the stars of 
ABC's zany Delta House, a show which may 
set college education back about 20 years! 

Josh Mostel plays Jim Blutarsky. Getting 
the part was a great boost to the career of the 
young actor. It is never easy to grow up in 
the .shadow of a famous parent. Being in a 
TV series has done'wonders in helping to 
establish the name, not of the father, but of 
the son. 

Josh was bom in New York City. He started 




performing while he was in elementary 
school, but as a singer, not an actor. "I was a 
boy soprano in the children's chorus at the 
Metropolitan Opera," he recalled. Then, 
when his voice changed, he switched to 
.playing the violin. While he was still in high 
’ school, he played violin at Carnegie Hall. 

Once onstage, he knew he wanted to stay 
there. He also knew it wouldn't be easy. Any 
performer has ups and downs in his or her 
career. To follow in the footsteps of a suc¬ 
cessful father made it doubly hard. 

Now he lists as his major credits the movie 
Harry and Tonto, a part in the Broadway 
production of A Texas Trilogy, and The 
Homecoming on TV. 

Delta House itself may not be around too 
long, but Josh has been giving it his all — 
and that's a lot! 



Donna Pescow hit TV last winter like a 
warming breeze in the Arctic. Different. 
Fresh. Good. It had been a cold, barren 
winter in TV land. Then one night ABC in¬ 
troduced another new show and put it in the 
best time slot of the whole week — right 
after Mork and Mindy. Nano nano! Angie 
was a hit! 

Donna plays Angie, the Italian-American 
waitress who falls in love with a rich 


Philadelphia doctor. 

The show was created by the producers of 
Happy Days and Mork and Mindy and has 
the usual blend of offbeat characters. An¬ 
gie's mom works at a newsstand; Brad (An¬ 
gie's doctor husband) has a snooty sister 
who is horrified by the whole thing. "You 
don't have to date a waitress," she tells her 
brother. "You just tip her." 

For Donna, Angie is a dream come true, 
for she has been stagestruck since she was a 
young girl in Brooklyn, NY. 

Donna has relatives in show business. 
They weren't names that you would know 
today, but they were idols to young Donna. 
Her late grandfather, Jack Goldress, worked 
at a big theater in downtown Brooklyn for 53 
years. He ran the stage lights during the 
vaudeville era and operated the movie 
projector years later. And one of Donna's 
great aunts was a Radio City Music Hall 
Rockette. 

"Grandfather Goldress was like a father to 
me," she recalled. Often, on Saturday she 
would spend the whole day at the theater 
with him, watching movies through the little 
window in the booth, or playing backstage. 

After high school Donna enrolled at the 
American Academy of Dramatic Arts. Two 
months after she graduated from the 
Academy in 1975, Donna was on tour with a 

But then, for a while, no other jobs came 
along. Donna tried out for roles, but she 
didn't get them. Then, in December 1976, 
her agent sent her to audition for a part in a 
movie that was going to be shot in New York 
City. It was called Saturday Night Fever. All 
Donna knew was that she was trying out for 
the part of a girl from Brooklyn. She went for 
several auditions and kept getting called 
back. Finally she got what she now calls "a 
gorgeous role," that of the love-sick Annette, 
opposite John Travolta. 

Now she's starring in Angie and she's 
spending long days on the set. Only now she 
isn't playing backstage as she did as a kid. 
She's working out front and loving every 
minute of it! 
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Scott Baio was born September 22, 1961, 
and he hasn't wasted much time since then. 
TV was a big influence in his life, his mother 
admits. "From the time Scott could walk," 
she said, "he was fascinated by TV. After he 
learned to talk, he'd watch and say 'I can do 
that.' We finally gave in and found him an 
agent. He did his first commerical at age 
nine." 

Three years later, Scott went to England to 
star in the title role of the movie Bugsy 
Malone, a comedy about teenage under¬ 
world characters. From there he went into a 
starring role in an NBC Special Treat pro¬ 
gram called Luke Was There, and into guest 
roles . 



But it's as Chachi, the Fonz's cousin on 
Happy Days, that Scott has really shown his 
growth as a person and a performer. When 
Scott first started playing him, Chachi was a 
little kid — a finger-snapping smart aleck 
trying to copy his Uncle Fonzie. But Scott 
was growing up, and Chachi had to also . 

Off camera, Scott loves sports — espe¬ 
cially basketball, tennis, baseball, football, 
and horseback riding. And last year was a 
milestone for him: he became old enough to 
drive a car and go out on dates. All that, plus 
his work, keeps him plenty busy! 

Jimmy McNichol was born in Los Angeles 
on July 2, 1961. No one knew it then, but the 
McNichol name was going to become well- 
known to TV viewers! 

Jimmy started acting when he was seven 
and appeared in over 40 commercials dur¬ 
ing the next six years. One person was most 
helpful to him during those years: his mother 
Carollyne, an actress who had played small 
roles in movies and on TV. 

"Jimmy and Kristy wanted to do what I 
was doing," Carollyne once told me. "I was 
lucky enough to know something about the 
business, so I could steer them in the right 
direction." 

In 1973, Jimmy was cast in a TV movie 
called Sunshine, and the next year made a 
guest appearance in the Gunsmoke series. 
Two years ago,' he was a regular on CBS's 
The Fitzpatricks and last year starred in a TV 
movie, Champions, playing an ice skater. 

How do he and Kristy get along? Fabu¬ 
lously! they both say, and they mean it. "Our 
family has always been very close," their 
mother told me. 

The family is very athletic, though it's 
Jimmy who usually wins the tennis game. 
He also has another, lesser known talent. 
"He makes the best pie you ever tasted," 
Kristy told me once, and Jimmy smiled shyly. 

Jimmy and his sister have also teamed up 
to sing together. One of their songs, "He's So 
Fine," was a big hit — and clearly sums up 
Kristy's feelings (and many other people's) 
about her brother Jimmy. — Peggy Herz 
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What can you do with a pile of sand, seawater, and 
two hours? Create some fantastic sand sculptures! For 
proof. Dynamite went to the Great Sand Sculpture Con¬ 
test that's held every summer in Long Beach, California. 

Anyone can enter, with up to 12 
people working as a group on one 
sculpture. Each group must build within 
a 20-square-foot area of sand. Only 
hand tools, like shovels and buckets, 
are allowed. Molds, frames, or other 
methods of support are not permitted, 
but any decorative materials found at 
the contest site, such as seaweed and 


Sand-sational 

Creations 


shells, can be used. The time limit for 
creating a masterpiece made of sand is 

Although there are just two 
categories, best sand castle and best 
sculpture, ribbons are awarded to 
groups in three divisions: kids under 16 
years, community organizations, and 
businesses or companies. 

Some of the contestants had carefully 
planned their sand creations in ad¬ 
vance and brought drawings or books 
with illustrations to guide them. A few 
even made clay models of what they 
intended to build of sand. Other contes¬ 
tants were attracted to the contest by the 
crowds that had gathered along the half 
mile of beachfront, and they just built 
whatever came to mind. 

And what, besides castles, did the 40 
groups of busy sandmen and sand- 
women make? There was a lazy lion, 
the Sphinx and a mysterious pyramid, 
several bears, a smiling whale, race 
cars, a . beautiful mermaid, and a fat 
tunafish resting in a boat. There were 
some happy reptiles, a shy sea serpent, 
a sunbathing pig, and even a rollerskat¬ 
ing lady who fell down and dropped her 

Just look at the pictures and maybe 
you'll get an idea of how Dynamite a 
day at the beach can be! 

— Michele and Tom Grimm 
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Hey, what's happening? This is Magic 
Wanda with the magic trick of the month. 
I've got a mysterious bit of magic that's sure 
to spook your friends. It was sent in by Karen 
Robinson, Silver Springs, MD. Here's what 
you need: a tall drinking glass, several strips 
of paper (approximately one inch wide and 
six inches long), a roll of tape (Scotch or 
masking tape), and a straw. 


The Trick 

A glass will be filled with water. The top 
will be covered by strips of paper so it's im¬ 
possible for anyone to drink from it. But 
when the magic moment comes, the water 
will vanish mysteriously. 

Begin by telling your audience that you 
feel that there are spirits nearby. Say, "I 
spirits are indeed among us, they will show 
themselves by drinking this water." Pour 
water into the glass until it's almost full. 

Take your paper strips and put them over 
the top of the glass, taping them to the sides 
of the glass. (See picture 1.) 

You might also take a few pieces of tape 
and tape the bottom of the glass to the table 
so no one can lift it off the table. Let the 
audience look at the glass to make sure that 
it can't be removed without lifting the tape. 

Ask that the audience return to their seats 
and remain very quiet. Ask for a volunteer to 
help you. The volunteer will stand by the 
light switch and turn off the lights at your 
command. Tell the audience that the spirits 
will only show up if the room is completely 
dark. 

When you're ready, tell your volunteer to 
turn off the lights and keep them off until you 


give the command to turn them back on! 
After a minute or two, have the lights turned 
on. The water will be almost all gone! Let the 
audience check the glass to be sure. 

The Secret 

The secret is that when the room is dark, 
you slip a straw between the paper strips. 
When you tape the strips over the top, leave 
a small space so you can slip the straw be¬ 
tween them. (Picture 2.) 

Drink the water, using the straw. Be care¬ 
ful not to make any slurping sounds when 
you get near the bottom. Don't try to drink all 
the water. 

Two hints: Make sure the room is totally 
dark. Cover the windows with dark paper or 
cloth before you get in front of the audience if 
you have to. Second, try drinking a glass of 
water using the straw before the trick. See 
how long (or how many sips) it takes to drink 
the water. 

Do you have any mysterious magic tricks 
you'd like to see in Dynamite ? Send them to: 
Magic Wanda, % Dynamite, 50 W. 44th St., 
N.Y./NY 10036. 

Love, Peace, and Magic, 
















Greetings, gremlins! You probably thought 
you’d seen my rottenest spots and that noth¬ 
ing I could do could ever be as beastly as 
all the perilous puzzles I’ve planted in your 
path in the past! Well, guess what, wimps? 
This month I’ve topped my rottenest spots 
with an even rottener trick! This month, the 
second summer month when you need my 
company the most, I’ve decided to desert 
you and go on vacation! Tough luck, tots! 
You’re stuck with a month of nothing to do to 
beat the midsummer boredom blues! They 
could never in a million years find anything to 
take the place of my sickly prickly puzzle 
pages. Never in a billion, trillion, quadzillion 
years could they replace me and my menac¬ 
ing packs of puzzlement! So that’s the way it 
goes, giddybrains. Nothing to do. Not one 


Summer Boredom-Beaters! Impossible! 

You can’t have fun without me! HA! Knowing 
you yapping yearlings, you'won't even be 
able to do any of the puzzles on the next 
pages. Don’t even bother looking, leeches. 
You wouldn’t even like them at all. They don’t 
look like even a little bit of fun. Why, I’ll bet 
the Word Search is impossible! And the 
Dribbles in the section look hopeless! And 
that Crossword Puzzle, those What- 
chamacallits, that Dot-to-Dot Puzzle, and 
even that long list of Dynamite Ideas for 
Summer Fun — everything looks like the 
stuff you tiresome tots should stay away 
from! In fact, I command you to skip the next 
section! It’s dangerous for creepy kids to 
have that much fun! I’m going on vacation, 
and if you know what’s good for you you’ll 






Summer Boredom-Beater 1 


clues to help you figure out who or what to 
search for, then circle them as you find them. 
They are hidden up, down, backward, 
forward, across, and diagonally. You may 
need a whole team to tackle this sporting 


SPECTACULAR SPORTS WORD 
SEARCH 


Get into the swing of boredom-beating 
things by trying to spot the sports winners 
and words hidden in this puzzle! Use the 














Summer Boredom-Beater 2 


DYNAMITE DRIBBLES TO FIDDLE 
WITH! 

You’ve riddled, you’ve doodled, and you’ve 
scribbled, but have you ever Dribbled? 
What? You never heard of a Dribble? A 


Dribble is a mixture of a riddle, a doodle, and 
a scribble. Just strap on your thinking cap, 
wake up your funny bone, and try to figure 
out what each Dribble is. Too tough? Don’t 
worry. You can turn the page upside down 
for the answers. 


























THE COSMIC CONNECTION 

Add a laugh to a lazy summer day with this 
doozy of a Dot-to-Dot game! Starting with 


Star light, star bright, 

Biggest star I’ve seen tonight, 
I wish I may, I wish I might... 
Oh, no! Oh, no! 
































































































WHATCHAMACALLITS! 


All the objects pictured below are everyday 
things you see, well, every day. But will you 
recognize them when you see them like this? 
Give it a try! Strain your eyes and your minds 
for a while and then check the answers that 
are upside down on the next page. Good 
luck. The written clues may help — then 
again, they may not. 























Okay, you’ve fiddled with our riddles, 
puzzled out our puzzles. Connected ail 


the dots to dots and you’re still bored! 
Don’t despair, here’s Boredom-Beater #6. 


Thirty ThingsYou Can Do 
for the Rest of the Summer 


1. Start packing your school lunches for the 
coming year by putting rubber- 

bands around 180 separate bundles of 
celery sticks. 

2. Since time is money, open a bank 
account for the extra hours you pick up 
every week the country’s still on Daylight 
Savings Time. 

3. How about a brain teaser? See how 
many different words you can make out 
of the word R-A-N. 


5. Bring excitement into your life by moving 
the furniture in your room around, and 
create even more excitement by moving 
the windows. 




6. Now that your little sister’s wading pool 
is full of leaves, grass clippings, and 
slime, why not start a larva farm. 

7. Offer to help around the house and tell 
your mom you’ll start by dusting the 
blivets and gluing the torquel pin. 

8. Go fly a kite. 

9. Go pre-soak your socks. 

10. Now that you’ve made a couple dozen 
pot holders, make a couple dozen pot 
droppers. 

11. Pass GO and collect $200. Take it in 
pennies and nickels and spend the rest 
of the summer counting it. 












Spend the rest of the summer spending 


Spend the rest of the summer resting.. 
Go to your room and play all those 
albums you haven’t heard for several 
months. If you’re away from home and 
there’s no stereo around, listen to the 
records by simply holding them up to 
your ear. 


Play a board game. Check out your 
dad’s workshop for a real board. 
Build a sandbox. 

Build a wooden box. 

Hit the nail on the head. 

Give it first aid. 


Watch the TV. 


Next turn it on and watch a program. 
Read a book. 


Read rhododendrons. 


Figure out how many shopping days are 
left until Christmas for the next 15 years. 
Ask permission to go down to the 
junkyard to pick up a few things so you 
can start a scrap book. 

Go to the pool and tread water until 
school starts. 

If there's no pool in your area, go out in 
the backyard and tread air. 
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Vive 

le “Gotcha!” 


Bonjour! Bonjour, mes amis! Je voudrais 
. . . ooo — la, la! Pardon! We are so sorry! 
We forget we are not in la Francel Let us 
start again. We have a little French Gotcha 
that we think you will like because it is sure 
to — how you say? — getcha a Gotcha 
victim but good! 

It goes like this. . . . Walk up to a friend 
and say, "I will give you a one dollar bill if 
you can answer this question. What is the 
color of the famous French emperor Napo¬ 
leon's white cat?" Your friend will say, 
"That's easy, white." You will say, "That is 
correct! Now I will give you your one dollar 
bill." Now, mes amis, take out a piece of 
paper and write BILL across the top and fill 
in the amount of one dollar in the middle. As 
you hand it to your friend say, "Here's your 
bill for one dollar. Pay up!" You see, you 
never said anything about giving out any 
money; you just said you'd give your friend a 
One dollar bill. When he or she asks where 
the money is, give 'em a great big "Gotcha!" 
and say "au revoir!" 


Free and Easy Offer! 

Ooey, gooey marshmallows toasting, hot 
dogs and hamburgers sizzling, songs being 
sung, ghost stories being told — in the 
summer it seems all the best things happen 
around a crackling, sparkling, snapping 
campfire. But sometimes one of the worst 
things happens around that fire. Someone 
forgets to put it out correctly before snug¬ 
gling up for the night in the cozy sleeping 
bag, and the happy fire turns into a horrible 
forest fire. Sound terrible? Luckily Smokey 
the Bear, the symbol of forest safety, puts in a 
lot of hours reminding everyone that "Only 
you Can prevent forest fires!" And now, as a 
Junior Forest Ranger, you can help spread 
the message and get some free stuff at the 
same time! All you have to do is send your 
name, address, and a note requesting the 
Junior Forest Ranger Kit to: Smokey Bear 
Headquarters, Washington, D.C. 20252. 
They'll send you a free kit which includes a 
real metal badge, an official photo of 
Smokey, a membership card, a pledge, and 
a fact sheet with the history of Smokey the 
Bear. As an official Junior Forest Ranger 
you'll be adding your support to the cause 
for keeping the forests and woods safe for all 
the animals who live in them! (Remember: 
You cannot order this from Dynamite.) 








Up,Up, and Away 
In My Beautiful 
Balloon 

Balloons are a gas, but don't let them just 
sit around in the house. Next time you get a 
helium balloon try this write-on idea to use 
the balloon to get you a pen pal. 

Get a large index card that's at least 3" x 
454". On one side of the card, write a short 
message, something like this: "Hi! My name 

is-I sent this card by helium 

balloon from-If you find this 

card please write your name and address 
and where you found it in the space below. 
Mail it back to me and maybe we can be pen 
pals." Leave space for the finder to write 
something. On the other side, address the 
card to yourself and stick on a stamp. Punch 
a hole in the end of the card and tie it to the 
string on the balloon. Then take it outside 
and let it go. This high-flying idea will give 
new meaning to the words air mail! You 
may be losing a balloon, but you may be 
gaining a new friend! 


Shake On It! 

A Dynamite Snack-Attack Tackier! 

When the summer heat's got you beat you 
don't have to take it! Instead, shake it! This 
great-shape great shake isn't just delicious, 
it's juicy and nutritious too! 

To shake up your thirst this Dynamite way 
you'll need: a 6-oz. can of orange juice con¬ 
centrate, 2 cups of milk, Vi of a banana 
and/or a peach, and 54 cup of chopped wal¬ 
nuts. Mix all the ingredients together in a 
blender. Whirl it until it gets foamy at the top. 
Pour it into glasses and serve it to yourself 
and your thirsty friends. .This golden dream 
of a drink will keep everyone running — 
back for more, that is! 
























GIVE’EM 

THAI OLE TIME MUSIC 
EVERY TIME! 

Anybody who thinks only oldtimers play 
oldtime music would be very surprised to 
see some of the contestants at the National 
Oldtime Fiddlers' Contest in Weiser, Idaho. 
Oldtime music may be hundreds of years 
old, but that doesn't mean that young people 
can't experience the fun of picking up a fid¬ 
dle and producing some good old-fashioned 
foot-stomping music. In fact, some of the 
country's best oldtime fiddlers are young 
people, as Dynamite reporter John White 
discovered. Here's his report: 

When I went to the National Oldtime Fid¬ 
dlers' Contest last summer, I expected to see 
old gray-bearded fiddlers in faded blue 
overalls. Instead there were many boys and 
girls ages 6 to 18 competing for cash prizes 
and the honor of being named the top 
fiddlers in their division. 

Mark O'Connor, ataU, 16-year-old fiddler 
from Mountain Lake, Washington, was mat¬ 
ing his sixth appearance at the national con¬ 
test. He told me about his first. "I went to the 
campgrounds and 30 of the top fiddlers were 
there, all trying to outdo each other. I made 
a tape and went home to really learn how to 
play." 

O'Connor has owned the Junior Division 
ever since, winning four years in a row! Be¬ 
cause of John, the rules were changed. If the 
same person wins three times in a row, he or 
she has to compete in the next category. 
O'Connor was moved into the most difficult 
division, competing against the best fiddlers 
in the country. He finished second! 



O'Connor gets plenty of competition from 
other young fiddlers such as 14-year-old 
J'Anna Jacoby of Redding, California. 
Jacoby topped O'Connor earlier in the year 
at the Grand Masters competition in 
Nashville, Tennessee. 

J'Anna quit playing classical music to 
concentrate on oldtime music. "I like the ex¬ 
pression and freedom in fiddling music 
much more than the strict nature of classical 
music," Jacoby explained. 

Some say it takes a couple of years to 
master the fiddle. Once a player gets past 
the "squeak" stage, the rest comes easy. 
"This music isn't difficult to learn," O'Connor 
said. "Beginners should look for a club or 
someone who already knows how to play. 
Records are good but not as personal. These 
contests are nice because all the good 
fiddlers are here and you can jam with them 
and pick up useful information from them." 


Mark O’Connor 








Randy Sloan, the 12-year-old champ ol 
the Junior-Junior Division from Kennewick, 
Maine, was lucky. His father taught him to 
play the fiddle, guitar, mandolin, and slap 
bass and his family plays together regu¬ 
larly. He also joins monthly jam sessions 
with some 30 fiddlers who live in his area. 

"The sessions really help me when I get in 
front of a large group," he said. "I'm not as 
scared as I used to be." His ambition is to 
make a record with Mark O'Connor. He al¬ 
ready has made one himself. So have 
Jacoby and O'Connor. 

Competition in these contests.is brisk, but 
friendly. After finishing onstage, a fiddler 
will often pick up a guitar or mandolin and 
help a competitor with his or her three num¬ 
bers. "This is a good way to learn how other 
people from other parts of the country play," 
said Arkansas champion Jimmy Crouch. 

These young fiddlers have impressed the 



older musicians. Chuck Griffin, a master of 
the music and a judge at the Weiser contest, 
watched Randy Sloan in a friendly fiddle-off 
and said, "These kids are getting better 
every year. O'Connor scares the daylights 
out of me and these others aren't far behind 
him. They come in here and put the fiddle to 
their chin and don't know the first thing 
about stage fright." 

For the musicians who attend these con¬ 
tests, there's a special pleasure in making 
music that both old and young can enjoy. 
An even greater pleasure is being able to 
walk up to a stranger with your instrument 
and begin playing a lively hoedown to¬ 
gether. The songs they play, such as "Sally 
Goodin" arid "Wildwood Flower," may not 
be heard on Top. 40 radio stations. But when 
it comes to making good foot-stomping 
music, these young performers aren't fid¬ 
dling around.. 


Jimmy Crouch 
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Paulina Kemberg, M.D. 


Thank you for all the interesting letters you 
have been sending me. It's terrific that so 
many of you want to share your feelings with 
other kids. Our first letter this month is about 
having a crush on someone. 

Dear Dr. Kemberg, 

I have an awful problem. I have a wild 
crush on a boy who hates me. I try to forget 
about him, but I can't. Every time I see or 
hear anything about him I get dizzy and my 
heart pounds. My best friend hates him and 
if she knew that I liked him, she'd probably 
hate me. He has no idea how much he 
means to me or that he's messing up my 
whole life. Helpl I'm desperate! 


When you feel so intensely and you care a 
lot about a person, you are experiencing 
part, but only part, of being in love. Eventu¬ 
ally you will find a boy who will care for you 
as much as you care for him and then you 
will know the full feeling of being in love. 
Then you will not feel so lonely and unap¬ 
preciated. It takes time. Sometimes boys and 
girls are shy about showing their feelings. 
Wait and see. Something good might hap¬ 
pen with this boy or another. 


"I ALWAYS THINK OF STUPID 
STUFF. . 

Dear Dr. Kemberg, 

I have a big imagination. I am always 
talking to stuffed animals and my pets, and 
always think of stupid stuff, like dogs and 
cats can talk when they want to and the 
stuffed animals have feelings. I am 9 years 
old going on 10. Is something wrong with my 
mind? « 

J„ New York 

Dear J., 

Having a big imagination is not a problem 
at all. It would only be a problem if you 
really believed that it was not imagination, 
but reality. I hope you will also be interested 
in what goes on between you and other 
people around you. With your imagination 
you may discover that someday you can 
invent and write stories for your enjoyment 
and the enjoyment of others. 

Do you have any thoughts or feelings you'd 
like to share with other Dynamite readers? If 
you do, send them to me, % Good Vibra¬ 
tions, Dynamite, 50 West 44th St., New York, 
NY 10036. (Sorry, no answers by mail.) 




















Have a 
Dynamite 
Book Blast! 



books to your home! 


Get your own copies of The Officially 
Dynamite Club Handbook and The Dyr 
Year-Round Catalog of Hot Stuff m< " 
your home! 

They're packed with pages and p 
Dynamite fun — plus posters, stick 
and fabulous extras! Quick! Fill ou 
Enclose a check or money order mo 
to Dynamite for $3.45 for each book 
Send it to the address below. 


DYNAMITE BOOKS 
BOX 1068A 

JEFFERSON CITY. MO 65102 








US 



Count Morbidals Missing 




















Z8|0A jeiiBM/uoiiBJisniii pa/uasaj sw6|j uv -oui ‘sauize6E H oiiseioqos 6Z61 © w6uAdoo 















DAT E L I M Is 


Put on a happy face! Let loose with 
a chuckle or a giggle! After all, that’s 
what August is all about! It’s a fun 
month. With special dates such as 
National Clown Week (August 1-7) 
and National Smile Week (August 
6-11) how can you possibly be any¬ 
thing but happy? And Dynamite has 
arranged to keep the mood merry by 
giving you these important dates and 
birthdays to remember. 

Aug. 1-5. What did the turtle buy his wife for her 
birthday? A people-necked sweater! This turtle 
joke is to remind you that this is International 
Turtle Awareness Week! 

Aug. 8. Larry Wilcox's birthday. Cruise right on 
out and wish this CHiPs star a happy day % 
NBC-TV, 3000 West Alameda, Burbank, CA 
91505 

Aug. 12. Family Day 

Aug. 22. Cindy Williams' birthday. Send this 
funny lady a card % ABC-TV, 4151 Prospect 
Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90027 
Aug. 25. Gene Simmons' birthday. Why not 
send this singing star some love and kisses? 

% Casablanca Records, 8255 Sunset Blvd., 

Los Angeles, CA 90046 
Aug. 29. Michael Jackson's birthday. Send this 
Wiz of a singing star your birthday wishes 
% Epic Records, 51 W. 52 St., New York, 

NY 10019 


Here's Some 
Inside Stuff 
About What's Up 
in the Next 
Issue of Dynamite 

Jnst You Wait! 

A SPECIAL SCIENCE FICTION AND SPECIAL 
EFFECTS ISSUE: 

Science Fiction through the Ages! From silent 

Star Wars II: Dynamite brings you the inside 
story on the lastest adventures of Luke 
Skywalker, Princess Leia. and the rest of the 
Star Wars gang. 

Meteor! The latest disaster movie! 

And: A visit to a special effects factory! 

Plus a Super Cake Recipe: Now you can bake 
your cake and decorate it too! 

Peti-gree certificate: Turn your lovable pet 
from an underdog to a top dog, from an alley 
cat to a fabulous feline! 

Robby Benson: The latest on this rising young 

And a Meteor poster and Sticker Book Plates! 


ANSWERS TO 
SPECTACULAR SPORTS 
WORD SEARCH 
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Yon Can 
Bank On 
Dynamite! 














